In Retrospect and Prospect
because playing down riots and disturbances curbed his sales. * Even the
newsboys refuse to touch my paper if my rivals report a large number of deaths
than I do,' he remarked, adding eloquently that he had taken the hint and
been justified by results."
Yellow journalism is not easy to define. Normally, it should
be malicious and wilful publication of reports known to be false.
It may also be building up of a cock and bull story on an insigni-
ficant matter. It may also include a lurid exposure of personal
lives of individuals. Also included in it is abusive or suggestive
language to debase public tastes.
*fc Yellow journalism of one type or another is increasing in this country.
It is confined not to any particular area or language but is perhaps more
discernible in some than others. It was a matter of great concern to us to
find, instances of such yellow journalism are to be found, everywhere the
majority of the journalists, who appeared before us, had little to say about it
except of course, to condemn in general terms." *
The Press Commission further said,
"Wo must mention with regret that a great deal of the objectionable
writings scurrilous, obscene, indecent and personal does exist in the Indian
Press though it is convenient to the periodical Press, and the daily newspapers
have been comparatively free from these evils.1'10
Though, more or less, the Indian Press has maintained their
position till now, its counterpart in the West was going from bad
to worse.
More than thirty years after Gandhiji commented on such
catchy or misleading displays, we find President Kennedy worried
about the same. It concerned relationship of Mrs. Kennedy with
the press; the danger of twisted and out of context captions, is
nonetheless of concern to all. The so-called confidential type of
magazines were continuously publishing Mrs. Kennedy's photo-
graph on covers with headlines calculated to draw the immediate
attention of the readers in thinking that " they will learn about
the most intimate recesses of Jackie's life." A few samples were :
** How long can they hide the truth from Caroline Kennedy ? "
Though the headline was breath-taking, the story was in the form
of an advice that Caroline must be protected from over exposure
to public. Another sample ; " Told for the first time. The illness
that's breaking Jackie's heart." Inside material revealed that it
was a story about the illness of the President's father. Another
* Ibid., p. 346.         I0 Ibid., p. 39.
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